[Readmitted patients at a medical ward. 2. Social and housing conditions].
The object of this investigation was to describe the health and social medical conditions of elderly readmitted patients and to assess which of these conditions was the main reason for readmission. A total of 166 patients (with an average age of 73 years) who were readmitted to the ward within three months of the previous discharge were interviewed about their health, social and housing conditions during the period prior to admission. The interviews were conducted in the second half of 1987. In this second report from the investigation it was found that 84% lived in flats with good facilities. 50% lived alone, 57% received at least one form of public assistance (ie home help, home nursing etc.). The interviewers considered that social and housing conditions were the only reason for 12% of the readmissions and were contributory causes in 15% of the readmissions. It is concluded that health reasons were the primary reasons for the present readmission.